
                                        

 
 

 

Call out for applications: Celebrating Greensand Country: Radio Producer 

Commission opportunity for a skilled individual/collective of artists to create a listening 
piece to celebrate Greensand Country and Marston Vale Community Rail partnership. 

Greensand Country Landscape Partnership and Marston Vale Community Rail 
Partnership are working together to celebrate the stories, landscape and heritage shared 
on the journey from Bedford to Bletchley. The 40-minute train journey takes in historic 
parklands, ancient villages, heritage centres and sites of incredible industrialisation.  

The project begins in March 2021 and culminates in May 2021, where it will form part of 
the creative programme for The Greensand Festival, which takes place across the month 
of May.  

Detail 

The producer will use recorded living memory, local voices, content from local artists and 
archive material to produce a creative and engaging listening piece. Whilst 
accompanying those who travel the line for work and pleasure, the piece should also 
inspire remote listeners to explore Greensand Country and to journey along the Marston 
Vale Line.  

The producer will be supported in their process by a team of local volunteer researchers 
who have received training in archiving, historical research and oral history. Collected 
Oral History interviews will also be available to use with this piece.  The producer will also 
have the opportunity to meet the volunteers (remotely) at the beginning of the project to 
help shape the research journey and best serve the producer’s creative vision.  

The project will involve local performers to help bring the project to life. These 
connections are already very well established and the producer will be fully supported 
by the Community Arts Officer to manage these relationships.  

The piece should:    

 Be 20 – 30 minutes in length  
 Celebrate the heritage, landscape and characters of Greensand Country 
 Celebrate the history and heritage associated with Marston Vale Community Rail 

Partnership 
 Particularly focus on the section of route found within Greensand Country (the 

journey from Millbrook to Bow Brickhill) 
 Celebrate Ridgmont Station Heritage Centre & 175 years of the Marston Vale Line 
 Be designed so it can be listened to in either direction of travel and also remotely 
 Be suitable for an audience of all ages  
 Be meditative in tone, with a particular link to mental and emotional wellbeing 
 Be creative - incorporating music, spoken word and interesting sound design 



                                        

 
 

 Encourage audiences to explore Greensand Country and its historic parklands 
 Inspire audiences to travel on the Marston Vale Community Rail line 
 Be delivered in full by the end of April 2021, ready for public listening in May 2021 

What we can offer: 

A commissioning fee of up to £2600.00 

This commissioning fee should cover the producer’s time and include all costs for 
research, interviewing, travel, editing, sound design and overall production of the piece. 
Local artists featured in the piece will be managed and funded by the producing 
partners.  

Greensand Country Landscape Partnership and Marston Vale Community Rail 
partnership will fully support the producer by providing: 

 Research and inspiring content to help shape your creative response  
 Access to archives, experts and collected recorded local voices  
 Links to local musicians and creatives 
 Support and guidance throughout the process 
 Access to those with expert knowledge of Greensand Country 
 Access to those with expert knowledge of the Marston Vale Line 

Who can apply: 

We welcome practitioners from all areas and backgrounds. However, we encourage 
applicants from or surrounding the Greensand County area to apply as local knowledge 
is desirable (but not essential). 

How to apply: 

Interested parties are required to submit the following:  

 A brief outline of what the piece could look like 
 A basic budget  
 A biography detailing who you are, your background and professional experience 
 Appropriate contact details  
 Clips or links to examples of your previous work/projects (essential) 

Applications should be no more than 3 sides of A4 and emailed to Sally Christopher, 
sallyc@greensandcountry.com by 5pm, Monday 1st March, 2021 
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Any questions? 

We are committed to ensuring that this opportunity is accessible to everyone. If you 
experience or anticipate any barriers within the application process, or require any help 
to make an application, please contact us.  For an informal discussion about this 
commission please contact sallyc@greensandcountry.com.  

About Greensand Country 

‘Greensand Country’ is an island of distinctive, beautiful and loved countryside, based on 
a band of higher ground ‘Greensand Ridge’ - a 40-mile-long narrow wooded sandstone 
ridge stretching from Leighton Buzzard to Gamlingay, rising out of the surrounding clay 
vales. 

It contains all of Bedfordshire’s remaining heathland, more than half of its woodland, and 
more surviving historic parkland than any other landscape in the country, often 
surrounding notable manor houses. This landscape character is a legacy of its 
underlying Greensand geology, which led to much of it being regarded as ‘marginal land’ 
not suitable for agriculture, as well as its management over centuries by major estates. 

Greensand Country Landscape Partnership are thrilled to have gained funding from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund to deliver a Landscape Partnership programme and an array of 
exciting projects which will help us raise awareness of the heritage value of the 
Greensand Country and to reverse the gradual decline in the distinct landscape 
character of this beautiful and loved place.  The Heritage Lottery Fund awarded this 
funding in January 2017.  The programme will run until June 2021. 

Visit us at www.greensandcountry.com 

About Marston Vale Community Rail Partnership  

Marston Vale Community Rail Partnership is one of a growing number of Community 
Rail Partnerships across the country. 

They work to engage communities and help people get the most from their railways, 
promoting social inclusion and sustainable travel. 

Community Rail Partnerships work alongside train operators to bring about 
improvements, and bringing stations back to life. 

For more information, please visit: 

https://www.marstonvalecommunityrail.org.uk/ 

https://communityrail.org.uk/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/community-rail-lines 
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