
Bedfordshire Geology Group 

Formed in 2004 by a group of amateur and professional geologists aiming 

to encourage an understanding of the rocks and landforms of the county for 

the benefit of all. 

For more information, contact us through our website 

www.bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk or by email to 

secretary@bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk

Greensand Country Landscape Partnership (GCLP) 

Launched in January 2017, and secured £1.66m National Lottery funding 

from the Heritage Lottery Fund to support an array of exciting projects. 

We’re working across Greensand Country – from Leighton Buzzard to 

Gamlingay – to help manage and preserve historic parklands, woodlands 

and heathland in the area. 

We’re also working with local communities to celebrate the history and 

heritage of the area. For more information, contact us through our website 

www.greensandcountry.com

D
ir

e
c
ti

o
n

s 
fr

o
m

 R
S

P
B

Th
is

 c
irc

ul
ar

 w
al

k 
ha

s 
so

m
e 

st
ee

p 
se

ct
io

ns
 a

nd
 s

ta
rts

 fr
om

 
th

e 
R

S
P

B
’s

 G
at

eh
ou

se
 c

ar
 p

ar
k 

(p
ar

ki
ng

 c
ha

rg
e)

. F
ol

lo
w

 th
e 

G
al

le
y 

H
ill

 T
ra

il,
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 o
pp

os
ite

 th
e 

G
at

eh
ou

se
, t

hr
ou

gh
 

he
at

hl
an

d.
 A

t t
he

 T
-ju

nc
tio

n,
 tu

rn
 ri

gh
t t

ow
ar

ds
 S

an
dy

 a
nd

 o
n 

yo
ur

 ri
gh

t, 
lo

ok
 fo

r a
 s

m
al

l f
or

m
er

 q
ua

rr
y 

re
ve

al
in

g 
an

 o
ut

cr
op

 
of

 ro
ck

 (1
). 

 R
et

ra
ce

 y
ou

r s
te

ps
, r

ej
oi

ni
ng

 th
e 

tra
il 

pa
ss

in
g 

th
e 

he
ad

 o
f a

 v
al

le
y 

(2
) t

o 
re

ac
h 

th
e 

ou
te

r d
itc

h 
an

d 
ba

nk
 o

f 
a 

hi
llf

or
t (

3)
, s

itu
at

ed
 o

n 
a 

va
nt

ag
e 

po
in

t o
ve

rlo
ok

in
g 

th
e 

Iv
el

 
va

lle
y.

 C
on

tin
ue

 a
nd

 d
es

ce
nd

 in
to

 a
nd

 o
ut

 o
f a

no
th

er
 v

al
le

y 
(4

) f
ea

tu
rin

g 
m

an
m

ad
e 

po
ol

s.
 O

n 
th

e 
fa

r s
id

e,
 jo

in
 th

e 
Q

ua
rr

y 
Tr

ai
l a

nd
 ta

ke
 s

te
ep

 s
te

ps
 o

n 
th

e 
rig

ht
, c

on
tin

ui
ng

 u
nt

il 
yo

u 
re

ac
h 

th
e 

ol
d 

qu
ar

ry
 (5

). 
A

bo
ve

 it
 is

 th
e 

Lo
dg

e.
 A

fte
r e

xp
lo

rin
g 

th
e 

qu
ar

ry
, f

ol
lo

w
 th

e 
Tr

ai
l w

ith
 o

cc
as

io
na

l v
ie

w
s 

ou
t t

hr
ou

gh
 

th
e 

tre
es

 (6
). 

S
ki

rt 
th

e 
ba

ck
 o

f T
he

 L
od

ge
, t

hr
ou

gh
 a

 g
at

e 
an

d 
co

nt
in

ue
 u

nt
il 

th
e 

tra
il 

re
ac

he
s 

th
e 

ac
ce

ss
 ro

ad
 a

nd
 fo

llo
w

 it
 

ba
ck

 to
 th

e 
G

at
eh

ou
se

 c
ar

 p
ar

k.

Li
n

ki
n

g
 d

ir
e

c
ti

o
n

s
Fr

om
 th

e 
R

S
P

B
 G

at
eh

ou
se

 c
ar

 p
ar

k,
 c

ro
ss

 th
e 

B
10

42
 ro

ad
 a

t 
th

e 
tra

ffi
c-

lig
ht

s 
an

d 
fo

llo
w

 th
e 

br
id

le
w

ay
 a

he
ad

. A
dj

ac
en

t t
o 

th
e 

py
lo

n 
(L

1)
, t

ak
e 

th
e 

rig
ht

 fo
rk

 a
nd

 fo
llo

w
 th

e 
pa

th
 to

w
ar

ds
 

S
an

dy
 H

ea
th

 Q
ua

rr
y.

 A
t a

 T
-ju

nc
tio

n 
(L

2)
, t

ur
n 

rig
ht

 to
 p

as
s 

th
e 

dr
iv

e 
to

 O
ak

 F
ar

m
, o

n 
th

e 
le

ft.
 O

pp
os

ite
 th

is
, t

ur
n 

rig
ht

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

tre
es

 to
w

ar
ds

 th
e 

bo
un

da
ry

 fe
nc

e 
of

 S
an

dy
 H

ea
th

 Q
ua

rr
y,

 
fo

llo
w

 th
e 

bo
un

da
ry

 fe
nc

e 
un

til
 y

ou
 s

ee
 a

 m
ag

ni
fic

en
t v

ie
w

 in
to

 
th

is
 w

or
ki

ng
 p

it 
(L

3)
. R

et
ra

ce
 y

ou
r s

te
ps

 b
ac

k 
to

 th
e 

m
ai

n 
pa

th
, 

th
en

 tu
rn

 ri
gh

t w
ith

 th
e 

TV
 m

as
t t

ow
er

in
g 

ab
ov

e 
yo

u.
  

Eastern Geotrail

Earth Heritage of 
Greensand Country

This leaflet has been developed by Bedfordshire 
Geology Group in partnership with Greensand 
Country Landscape Partnership to bring our 
landscape and heritage alive.
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The information here is believed to be correct at the time of publication (2018)
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e 
w

or
ki

ng
 q

ua
rr

y 
of

 S
an

dy
 H

ea
th

 w
he

re
 th

e 
ad

ja
ce

nt
 w

oo
dl

an
d 

ex
hi

bi
ts

 
di

st
in

ct
iv

e 
“g

re
en

sa
nd

” fl
or

a 
an

d 
fa

un
a,

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
m

an
y 

ra
re

 
an

d 
sc

ar
ce

 s
pe

ci
es

 s
uc

h 
as

 
ha

w
fin

ch
es

, s
ev

er
al

 s
pe

ci
es

 o
f 

fu
ng

i, 
pu

rp
le

 e
m

pe
ro

r b
ut

te
rfl

y 
an

d 
m

an
y 

ot
he

r p
la

nt
s 

an
d 

an
im

al
s 

su
ite

d 
to

 th
e 

ac
id

 
gr

as
sl

an
d 

an
d 

w
oo

dl
an

d 
of

 
G

re
en

sa
nd

 C
ou

nt
ry

1.
 C

ro
ss

-b
ed

di
ng

: T
hr

ou
gh

ou
t W

ob
ur

n 
Sa

nd
s 

th
er

e 
ar

e 
si

gn
s 

th
at

 c
ur

re
nt

s 
an

d 
tid

es
 m

ov
ed

 th
e 

sa
nd

s 
ba

ck
 a

nd
 fo

rt
h.

 
Th

es
e 

m
ov

em
en

ts
 b

ui
lt 

up
 m

an
y 

th
in

 
la

ye
rs

 o
f s

an
d 

to
 fo

rm
 d

un
es

 o
n 

th
e 

se
afl

oo
r;

 w
e 

se
e 

th
e 

pa
tte

rn
 o

f t
ho

se
 

la
ye

rs
 w

he
n 

cl
iff

s 
an

d 
qu

ar
rie

s 
di

sp
la

y 
se

ct
io

ns
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
du

ne
s.

P1
. S

t M
ar

y’
s 

C
hu

rc
h

P2
. S

t M
ar

y’
s 

C
hu

rc
h 

H
al

l 
sh

ow
in

g 
he

rr
in

gb
on

e 
sa

nd
st

on
e 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n

P6
. P

ot
to

n 
R

ai
lw

ay
 S

ta
tio

n,
 

no
w

 a
 p

riv
at

e 
dw

el
lin

g.

P7
. D

is
tin

ct
iv

e 
19

th
 C

en
tu

ry
 h

ou
se

 
bu

ilt
 o

f W
ob

ur
n 

Sa
nd

s 
sa

nd
st

on
e,

 a
 

pr
iv

at
e 

dw
el

lin
g

P9
. C

op
in

g 
st

on
es

 o
f v

er
y 

iro
n-

ric
h 

lo
ca

l s
an

ds
to

ne
.

P1
0.

 D
riv

ew
ay

 le
ad

in
g 

to
 th

e 
ol

d 
C

on
gr

eg
at

io
na

l H
al

l, 
no

w
 

pr
iv

at
e 

dw
el

lin
gs

.

2.
 V

ie
w

 d
ow

n 
a 

dr
y 

va
lle

y

5.
 E

xp
os

ur
e 

of
 W

ob
ur

n 
Sa

nd
s 

Fo
rm

at
io

n

L1
. S

ta
rt

 o
f t

he
 li

nk
 p

at
h 

ac
ro

ss
 

Sa
nd

y 
H

ea
th

1

P1 P2 P3

P4

P5 P6 P7

P8

P9

P1
0

L3L1

32
4

5 6

Map © Crown copyright. All rights reserved. RSPB licence 100021787.

S
a

n
d

y
 H

e
a

th

B
10

4
2

B1
0

4
2

R
S

P
B
 

S
a

n
d

y

P
o

tt
o

n
L1

L2

L3
L4

1 2 3

4

5

6

LO
D

G
E

O
A

K
 F

A
R

M


